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| They: who ſwear falſly, and likewiſe 


TT they who compel men to bycar, all tried by the 
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Law oft che Spirite of life 


WHICH IS IN 


CHRIST JESUS. 


"Which LAW. is holy, juſt, Pure, and g 290d ; e of 
them found ber ity of ſin and tranſgreſſi e true 
55 and living ; and alſo Sentence — 
them al}; that ſo tranſereſs the Law of God, with the 
wicked, and all they who forget God, muſt rned into 


Hell, except ey repos ſpeedily: 6 for with God Wore! is no 
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ood ; but now Light is come into the world, even that 


| garten, t e evil 


. Lene _ ; compuyrting 
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Hire is 7 Ws 8 455 Shs 
Swear fa Iſh, and likewiſe they who 


Compel men to year, all tried by 


the Law of the Spirit of Life,which 
iin Chriſe Feſus; "which Law is ho- 
h, Ml 11 00 and rod, &c. 


gnorance and Darkne ſi Ggd wi winked'at, and 
ny Fehin K whereby mankind did tranſgreſi the 
ure and righteous oth of God, which is holy, juſt, and 


Light which has been hid 22 the wiſe and prudehtof ages and gene- 
rations paſt : che which Light God who ( is rich in r loye 


poo e thereof ) commanded L ine out f 


ee ſhined into the hearts of Babes 7 «thay and they 
exegion and the ſhadow of Death: ſaw this great Light, 
which b en unto them the NK 4 - Ie 19.8 of God, in * 
face of fee whois ht Light, + Vihr: by which all 


at are reproved are made 

— all men every where to repent, ande to turn from Darkneſs unto 
the Li ight, and from the power of Sathan unto God who is Light, and 
in him is no Dukes ls at all. Now the Light ſhineth, all men 5 


where will be! Fo out excuſe : Therefore turn ye, turn ye eve 
Le and * the kiiowled fas: * Fore 
rto 


vi pou, that your toarls 
of man : 


mph rote —4 is to e ate lerevery 
_ that Name of 1121 us depart from 2 - For becauſe 
Swearing and dale „and Swearingfalſly; Lying, Killing, 


of 0 the Zand mourneth; and as 
. Ie not right towards 


este! is 
the People : But the true aud 


ITE Cry of the Op- 
preffed;andfecrand beholds z-yea 7 6s doth hearthe 
Cry of his TOs that cries * d night, and he * avenge 


them 
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Therefore now God com- 
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— the Earth, — God there iv ne rr nin 

judgment; and tojudgmeme ye muſt all come; to give an aecoune to he 
Kine of Kings, the great Judge of alt the Barth, of all your — wk 


Ae cbt have —— dome im and by yohr bodies: 


written thut ſurely men of law er are — — Arby tos. 1 Pſat. 62.9. 
gree are a Ne; to be Izid/inthe ball er hehe then 
vinity. Then how will ye be able to ſtand before tho true — living 


God, who is a conſuming fire, or hat anſwer can ye make him unts 
this one . hen he comes to plead with you: What do ye cauſe 
— co people to Swear and tranſgreſimy Zaw, and do ye 
ik fk — YT) — my Names and refuſe to Swearz in obedtence to 
an, ſanh the Bord God, &c. who hath required this thing 
ar yon hands: to hat will you er for excuſe. | | 
1. The Law'of the land it cannot excuſe you + Why | Becaufe 
that Acts of Patlianients, are acts of mens wills; and not the Otacles 
of Gadi: 1 4s; Councils: a leck by wro 
ineiples, | n the. Spiri of God]: fo etre, an 
— Laws of vanity; of Acts — j and Stàtutes that are un- 
juſt andinde good becauſe they contradict wy Law of God, Therefore 
they cannotjuſtifie. your actions. 
2. Neither will the Antiquity: of your Law: for (wearing , excuſe 
nor juſtifit ye au more, then the Temple at Jeruſalem-which was 
landing many Generations before'!Fererninlis daies could jultifie the 


in theit Marten, Adultery, and fa e. neither will 
it free you from the gullineſy of ie j God, any more 
den Teal Ker dhe Jewfrom che bondage of in: for al- 


— pleaded, ſaying, hey had yum for their Father, 
yet told them, FWhoſoever commitierh ſin', is ſerbant cb ana 
ſ ono Fetibur bondage, * 48'yo are te your wills and luftr;, for' whick 
yeplants Law? Bab it iv a Maine in your own La Thug h ſo- 
0 ever if n a eg tees illtgab and unjuſi, cam neter bye nals or 
lengebl oß ame, orb aviy d er l, Alge, Beubey u h they will, 
in any 1 Law, be made ſuſt or legal, gec. Hund the 
Indg . Mavimero be truer "Therefore the more 
inexcuſable: are the Ruler and Ju e this 1 — 

of Engaund, becauſe ey — bogs eee the 
and Spirit oß dhe wUe and diving God which ould: be their Rute:and 
tom Re abÞ their Lays | IIS — Acts, and Statuten, 
— male according ts 'hifNeakezthepcamneverbo legal; Jus nor 


bac conthrexm le of other Nations herein e or 
juft ou: Why ber that the Cuſtoms, Statutes , ad Ordi- 
nances of the Nations, — and the works of -Brroury ard not 
ot GU: ſbrthe wales the wicked ate abbmination:to the Lord, < 
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of the Renten who areJdolataers but refrain. dur feet from their. = 
paths, and folloy the true and living God fully: : and as for thoſe who 
go under the denomination of Chriſtian Princes, and Kings, or Em- 
perours, I do not hear of any one of them that feareth God, and 
worketh rigbteouſneſs: ind Ido believe there is not ſcarce one of 
them chat does, ad my taaſon 15, Becauſe they uſe ſuchafts of vio- 
lence, and cruelty rewards tnoſe that ſea God and keep bis Com- 
mandements: for if they themſelves feared God, they would depart 
from iniquity, and leave off their acts of violence, cruelty and oppreſ- 
ſion to ſuch as ſear God and keep his Commandements, or if they 
loved God, then they would keep his Command ments, and be a ter- 
rout to all evil doers, and love chem that are hegotten to the Truth of 
God, the which they do not: But as John ſaid, J know the hlaſphe- 
my of them that ſay they are jews & are not, but are the'Synagogue of Satan: 
So IL fay; I know the blaſphemy of them that lye, and ſay they are 
Chriſtians, but are not; but are members of the great whore of Baby. 
lon: for Lknow what the tree is by its fruits 3 Therefore, O King and 
Rulers-of. England, leave the pena of the wicked, and go not in the 
way of evill men:; avoid it. paſs hy it: turn from ĩt, and paſs aways 
for they: ſleep not except they have done miſchief : and their ſleep is 
taken away, unleſs they cauſe ſome to fall: for they eat the bread oſ 
wickedneſs, and drink the wine of violence; Therefore their wayes | 
and cuſtomes are evil and vain, and not to be followed. Therefore 
take r dh while ye have time, priſe it, except ys intend to : 
go on in iekedne ſi, and ſo ta pancake of all the plagues. that ts a co- 
ming upon all 14 ,.. Rulers, and Judges pf che earth; who are | 
drunk withithe blo of the Saints, and holy]Martyrs,ofJeſusChrift, 
Come now all jou who command and compel men to ſwear;By 
forms A Oathey; and #kewiſe all you who ſwear by farms of Oathes, 


ox. otherwayes,s ſor the end of my writing E | 
5 of you alli that ſw eating, and compelling, to Tear, it a ſinne agai 


the true and liying God: and that you may all ſeeithat b the law of 
che Spirit of liſs dn Chriſt ſeſus au are all evil deers, and ttanſ- 
greſſouts of a pure, holy, and a juſt laws. For Gad ſo loved the world, 
That ie gave his oneſy begotten Son, that whoſagver helieyvatb on him thoutd 
not periih, but bawe everlaſting life: he was in the beginning be fore 
Abraham, and a greater then Abraham was, is he: of wham Moſer, 
a ſervant of. God Kroto; laying, Abe Sera od ſaid Iwill raiſe them up a 
Progbet Fftam amin theiy bremen lil unto unte 5 and E will ut my 
wordsiin\ his. wu, and he shall ſpeak; mbagſoever 7 commanitl him, and 
whoſoever will not hearken unto my wordt, which he thall peak in my name, 
will yrquire itof him : and faid Peter Every ſoul which will not hear 
that. Prophet, hall be deſiroyed 40 among the people, And Jeſus 
Chriſtbeing conte; he taught his Diſciples, ſaying , S ſay unto 
you {wear nu; at all j for God ho at ſundi times, and in divert man- 
ners ſpake in titus p at unto. the Fathets by the Prophets hath in theſe Wn | 


lt F 
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' taftdayes ſpoketiunows by bis Son, [who irtheend'of the Lau and 
0 the Prophets, to every one that belieyeth in him: and he ſpake and 
ſaid, S car not all.] He whom God hath appointed heir of all things, ( 
by whom alſs he made the world, who being the brightneſs of his glo- | 
ry, and the expre{s:image of his perſon, and is ſate n on the right 
Band ofhis Majeſty on high, — — much better then the Angels, 
as he hath by inheritante obtained a more excellent name then they; 
i fot all the Angels muſt worſhip him, and to the Name of Jeſus every 
. knee ſhall bow, and every tongue ſhall confeſs (by the Spirit of God) 
| that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the Father: and Aa- 
them further ſaid, That at that time when Ieſus took Peter, Zamer, and 
John his Brother, up into a high Mountain apart, behold a bright cloud 
overſhadowed them, and a voice was heard out of the cloud, and this a 
voice which came from heaven, we heard, ſaid Peter, when we were = 
with him in the Mount; which voice ſaid , This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleaſed, hear ye him. He is the end of the ZTaw and the 
Prophets to every one that believeth in him. And Jeſus Chriſt taught 
| his Diſciples, ſaying, But + ſay unto you ſwear not at all, &c. And 
which of you allis it, that will forſake to go with a Kings Son, that 
is far more excellent then the ſervant of that Ving, to follow that ſer- 
| vant, the which if you ſhould, would not the King be much diſplea- 
ſed with you: Conſider of it: Moſes was a ſervant of God, and faith- 
full in the houſe of God, and did all things according to the pattern 
ſhewd of God ia the Mount: but when Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of the 
living God, who had the more excellent name was come from his 
+ Father; then all that received him and believed on his Name, forſook 
Moſes and the Law, and followed him, and obeyed him who was the 
end of the Law and the Prophets, totuery one that believeth in him, 
f Chriſt Jeſus the Son of God, whore (aid unto them, Swear not at 
| all, &c. | | we 116 
1 Now ſay there is a Law that came by Moſes, which was given 
unto him in Mount Sinai, for the children of Iſrael onely — not 
to any other people or Nation) to obſerve and keep ¶ but grace and 
Truth, which was, and is preached to all Nations, came by Jeſus 
Chriſt] For God had choſen them, vix the children of Iſrael above 
6 all other people that wereupon the face of the earth, to be a peculiar 
people unto himſelf; and unto them were committed the Oracles or 
Counſels of God: For he thewed hir word unto Tacob, and his States, 
1 and his Iudgementt unto Iſrael + and ſaid David, He hath not deals ſo 
| with any Nation, for hisjnigementsthey have not known : and it is written 
in Moſes Law; Hear, O Iſrael, then halt fear the Lord thy God, and 
ſerve him, and thalt ſwear by his name, and not by the falſe gods that other 
nations ſwear by: and an Oath of confirmation, was to them an end ef all 
; flrife : and that was thus, if any man deliver nnto his neighbour: an 
| fe, or an Ox, ora Sheep, or any beaſt to keep, and it dye, ot bie 
— or driven away no man ſeeing it, then ſhall an Oath of the Lord 
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(and not Oath of mens making up ie 4 form): be-betweejt them 
bothz that he who received the to keep:, hath t his hand 
unte his neighbours gooda, to hurt, kill, or drive them away, ud the 

owner of the goods was to accept ofthe Oath of God, that the veced- 
ver had ſwornꝭ aml the recniuer oi the gaods to hep, wandt tomate 
them good: am this oath o Goditakew before Iuilge, was to them | 
an end of all ſtriſe: but: then Nationi were nod required tb:fujear: by 7 
that Oath of God, ſor as Paul ſaid That God in timer paſi ſuffered al ; 
Nations to wall in their own ways\&c.  _ . 

2. Zut when Chriſt Jeſus the Son of the liuing God came in the fleſb, 

Afr 4, he came to condemn ſim in the ffelloand to deftroy the wok af the De- 


15216. vu, which was the cauſe of firife;; har ſo the effadt, viz, Octhr, might | 
| ceaſe; for he is the end of the Law: and the Prophets to all-that believe 


in his Name; and to as many as received; him, and believed on his 
Name, he gave them powerto become the ſons of God, and as many 
hs at are the ſons of God, are led: hy the Spirit of God into all truth, out ; 
ot ſtrife, fan and ĩiniquity, which was the Occaſion of an Oath of Con- 
fir mation, which was to put an end to all ſtriſe between man and man, 
according to the Law that came by Moſes the ſervant of God, for the 
children of Iſrael onely to obſerve and keep: But the Word which 
God put into the mouth of his onely begotten Son Jeſuy Chriſt, to 
ſpeak and declare, was to be preached ta all Nations every where, that 
men might turnfrom vanityzand leave off ſin and iniquity that cauſed 
ſtrifſe between man and man, to ſerve the: true & living God: For when 
j | Chriſt Jeſus ſent forth his Apoſties, hecommanded them ta go and 
A teach all Nations, ſaying, Go yeinto allthe world:, and preerli the: Goſpel 
a in every creature, and teach all Nation to obſerve all thing mhaiſoewer that | 
I have commanded you: Now Chuiſt Jeſus taught them, his Apoſtles and | 
Diſciples, ſaying, But 7 ſay unte yo, Swear not at all:hero is the command 
of Chriſt, the words which God put in his mouth, according to. A ofes 
writing, I will put my words into his mouth and h (bell ſpeck uns! them in 
my Name all thas 1 hall command him, who ſaid unto them, Swear not at 
all, neither hy Heaven, for it io God's throne: And ſaid Chtiſt to the 
Scribes and Phariſees, Vo linto vun, ye blind Guides: He that fiyears 
by Heaven, ſweareth by the throne of God, and him that ſitteth there- 
on; Heaven is Gods throne, ani God ſitteth on his throne, and he that 
ſweareth by the Heaven, ſweareth by God that ſittech thereon 3, the 
which: ſwearing Chriſt doth. forbid, e to the Law 
of ' Moſes it was lawſul for them to ſwear by hi: Name, | [echovahis bis 
Name] before Chriſt came; who is the: end of che Law andthe Prophets 
to all that believe in his Name, who is the Son of: God, who ſaid, Nei- 
therſwear by the Earth, for it is his foot · ſtos : Is the Earth God's. Foote 
ſtool? then he that ſweareth by the Earth, ſweareth by God that ſet- 
teth his fort thereon, according to what Chriſt ſaid, Me ihat ſueareih by | 
the raven, ſweareth by the Throne of Gad, and by God who ſitteth there- 
n and ſaid Chriſt, Neither ſwear. by Irm ſelem, for it i the! Ciq of a 
great 
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1 Ring Who is he ? che true e God, the King of Kings: 
| . E weareth by the City of 2 ing, weareth by che King 
| himſelf: For fatth Chrift, Whoſo ſwear by the Temple, [weareth by it, 
f and him thas dwelleih therein : And doth not God dwell in his temple? 
7 then he that ſwyt ateth by the temple where God dwelleth, 8 by 
SGod chat dwelſech therein, according to Chriſt : words, who fpake the 
| truth, and 4s he meant. So then my Argument is till, that he that 
ſweareth by the Bible, ſweareth nat by it alone, but likewiſe by all 
; things that is written in every part of it at once, And again Chriſt 
ſaid, Neither malt thou ſwear by thy head, becauſe thou canſt not make ane 
hair white or Hack: Now I ſay, iti: God that made every man's head, 
| andthe hairs thereof, white or black ; therefore he that ſweareth by 
his Head, fwearethby God who made his Head, and the Hairs thereof, 1 Cor. Tf. 3 
white or black: And furthermore it is written, that the Head of every 
man is Chriſt, and ought not man to be ſubje@ to his Head, Law-gi- 
ver and Judge, Chrift [clus the good Shepherd, Biſhop, and Saviour 
of his ſoul? No all ye that (wear, and compel men to fwear , judge 
e by the Law and Teſtimony of the ſpirit of Life which is in Chriſt 
| eſus, whethet it be good and lawful for ye thus to do, yea or nay;read 
1 it, and try whether the Law of the Spirit of Life which is in Chriſt je- 
ſus, will juſtiſie you in ſwearing, or compelling men to ſwear, or con- 
demp you eternally for your ſo doing: For this ye ſhall all know, that | 
he that believeth not in the onely begotten Son of God, is condemn- - 
ed already, becauſe he hath not believed in the Name of the only be- 
gotten Son of God, who is come a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and Th. 3+ 18. 
the glory of the people Iſrael. Therefore 
3+ Conlider all you that forget God: for although the Jews ſwore | 
by the name of the true and living God, according to Moſes Law: and 
the Heathens, Pagans, Infidels, or Idolaters,who God intime paſt and 
now ſuffereth to walk in their own ways, did, and do ſwear by their 
dead Idols, or falſe gods, which. was and i the workmanſhip of their 
own hands : yet this muſt not be a precedent, or an example for Chri- 
ans to Swear at all, by any Oath, or form of Oath whatſocyer : for 
God hath called all the true Chriſtians who believe on the Name of his 
onely begoten Son, from amongſt the Jews, Heathens, Pagans, Infi- 
dels, &c. and hath NN! em ſrom them and their Las and 
Cuſtoms to follow his Son Jeſus Chriſt the Captain of their Salvation, 
| and to worſhip God in Spirit and in 10 and to walk before him in 
tear, & in holineſi & righteouſneſs all e:days of their lives: Therefore 
it is not lawſul for Chritian to ſwear by then head & Captain of their 
Salvation, who teaches them not t Spear at all; And as it is not lau- 
| ful for Chriſtians to Swear, neither is it becoming, nor doth. become 
true Chriſtianto Swear by any form of Oath that is. of any mans 


an 
| — whatſoever: For he that ſweareth by any Oath, whatſoever 
at is of man's or mens erg; contriving and drawing up into a 
formy ici allone asf be ſoreby an Idal, which procreds from the 
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invention of mens brain, the imagination of their hearts, and the work- 
manſhip of their own hands: For the one is as much out of, and con- 
trary to the Truth as it is in Jeſus Chriſt, as the other is: and therefore 
fore they are to be denied of all the true Chriſtians : Why > Becauſe 
that as the Idols or falſe gods are onely, the invention ef mens brains, 


the imagination of their hearts, and alſo the workmanſhip of their 


hands. Therefore they are lies, vanity, and the work of Error: So 
likewiſe all forms of Oaths which are ſet forth to publike view in theſe 
days for men to ſwear by, are onely inventions of mens brains, the 
imaginations of their wicked and deceitful hearts, and the workman- 
fhip of their own hands, and not the Oath of God: therefore they are 
lyes, vanity, and the works of error, and not the work of God;for the 
works of God aretrue; but it is written, Surely ( ſaid David) Men of 
low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are a lye; thereſore whatſo- 
ever it is that ſuch men act or contrive by the invention of their own 
brains, and the imaginations of their own hearts in imitation of the 
works of God, or the ys of his worſhip, is not true, but are meer 
lyes, vanities, falſhood, and the work of errors; which acts, works,and 
forms of Oaths are not to be ſubjected to, but are to be rejeRed by all 
true Chriſtians : Why? | | 

4. Becauſe it is neither lawful nor comely for Chriſtians to ſwear an 
Oath; nor by any form of Oath'or thing whatſeever ; for Chriſtians, 


the Diſciples of Chriſt were taught, and have leamed of their Lord 


and MaRer Chriſt Jeſus , not to ſwear at all: and what they were 
taught, and what they received of Chriſt, that they declared and 
t iught to others in obedience to Chriſti command, who ſaid unto them, 
Go and teach all Nations, teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoevir 7 
have commanded you, who commanded them not to ſwear at all: and 
it is upon record to be ſeen, that James an A pe ſtle, a Diſciple of Ieſus 
Chriſt, and a true Chriſtian likewiſe , wrote to the Brethren { Chriſti- 
ans) of the twelve tribes, which were ſcattered abroad upon the perſe- 
cution that aroſe upon the Church which was at 7ernſalem, ſaying, My 
brethren, hut above all things ſwear not at all, neither by Heaven, neither 
by the Earth, neither by any other Oath, leaſt ye fall into condemnation. & c. 
Which words both 7ames and the other. Diſciples had learned of Chriſt 
Jeſus the good Shepherd and Biſhop of their ſouls, who went up into a 


' Mountain, and when he was fate, his Diſciples came unto him, and 


ke opened his mouth, and taught them thus, with other Doctrine not 
to ſwear at all, which they obeyed and kept: And fo likewiſe a} others 
who believed on his Name through their preaching, did obſetve the 
fame commands of Chrift, and do them. For in the dayes of Nero 
and Domitien, both Heathen Emperors, and cruel tyrants, © was, very 
great and fore perſecution of the Chriſtians, and they had a form of an 
oath for men to ſwear by; and the Inquiſitors of their Int 
tion put the Chriſtians whom they "perſecuted, to ſweare..1 
their form of Oath, whether that they were Chriſtians, or 
ne: but the Chriſtians reſuſed to ſwear, conſeſſing and ſay ing that 
5 c | they 
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they were Chriſtians, and could not g Chriſt not his Doctrine: And 
then according tothe Heathens Law, ſentence of death was pronoun · 
ced againſt the Chriſtlans by the Proconſul, and forthwith the ſentence 
was put in execution by wicked, blood-thirfly men, who put the Chri- 
ſtians to de ath, ſome after one manner, and ſome aſter another, accor- 
ding to the wills of thoſe cruel tyrants the Emperors; and ſo I finde 
that the like Oath was required of Polycarpus by the Proconſul 
at Smyrna, which was in theſe words following thus : Polycarpus, thow 
shalt ſwear by the Emperors good fortune , and by the proſperity of Cetar, 
and declare the truth,whethey in very deed thou art a Chriſiien or no. But Po- 
Lycarpurtefuſed to ſwear, or to deny Chriſt and his Doctrine, #nd con- 
fefled himſelf to be a Chriftian : So he was led away to be burned, be- 
ing about the age of fourſcore and ſix years, or more. 80 likewiſe itis 
recorded, that the Chriſtian Martyrs in King Richard the ſecond's days, 


and in Henry the fourth's days, and in Queen Marie: dayes here in Eng 


lands did bear a good teſtimony againſt Swearing, and likewiſe did re- 
ſuſe to ſwear, according to the command of Chris, who ſaid, Sea 
not at all: Therefore J ſay, it is neither lawful nor comely for Chriſti- 
ans to ſwear, for if they ſhould, it may be ſaid to them as Paul ſaid to 
the 7ews in another caſe, Who art thou that teacheſt another should not 
ſwear, and doſt thou thy ſelf ſwear, &c? 

But all choſe who had, and have but the Name of Chriſtians one ly, 
but lived not, nor do live in the life and power that the true Chriſtians 
lived, and do live in; or all they who had, and have got into aform of 
godlineſs, and denyed, and do deny the power thereof, which all they 
that were, and are truly godly lived, and do live in: I ſay, that even 
ſuch there were, and are, who ſought, and ſeek to the Powers of the 
Earth, viz. to the Kings and Rulers thereof for protection in their meer 
form of godlineſs one ly, the which the true Chriſtians neither did, nor 
do ſuch things; for they knowing that the true and living God whom 
they ſerve is all-ſufficient by his power to keep and preſerve them out 


of the hands of all their Enemies, if he wil, and none can touch them: 


but if not, then they ſubmit to his wil in whatſoever he requires of them, 
although itbe to the loſs of all things, or the laying down of their bo- 
dies: But they who have got into, and live in a form of godlineſs on- 
ly, they cannot truſt God, without they have the help and aſſiſtance of 
the Kings and Rulers of the Earth to protect them by a Law of their 


making: And therefore the Kings and Rulers of the earth ( for the 


more better ſecurity of thoſe ſeeming Formaliſts aſſiſtance to them - 
ſelvesin a conformity to their wills and laws) they contrive and frame 
an Image, or an Oath or Oath, for thoſe ſeeming Formaliſts-to ſwear 
fealty to them by, juk like the Heathens that ſwore by their falfe gods 
that were made with hands, ſealty to their Emperors and Kings, even ſa 
do they,and all they thatwil not ſwear by thoſe Oaths of their making, 
ſhall have no protection by them. . : 
But Elizabeth, formerly y_ of England, was (according 
0 


to that knowledge ſhe had in thoſe dayes) more merciful then her pre- 
Od R . deceflors 
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(10) 
deceſſort weres for that there is a Law that was made in the. Ih. year of 
her reign, that it ſhould not be lawful for any perſon or perſons to ſlay 
or kil any perſon or perſons,in any manner attainted, or hereafter to be 
attainted of, in, or upon any preawnire, c. read the Law, cap. 1. And 
ſo they make good the words of Chriſt who ſaid, The world loves its 
own. And thus the wicked Heathens, Pagans, Infidels , outward For- 
maliſts, Hypocritical proſe ſſori of Chriſtianity; for like as their Lead» 
ders are, ſo are the people; for they all combine together againſt the 


Lord and his annointed, the true Chriſſianʒ tor ſaid Bavid, The wick- , 


ed plotieth againſt the juſt, and gnacheth upon him with his teach; the Haa- 
Pſa. ; 5. Iꝛ then rage, and the people imagine a vainthing; the Kings of the Earth ſet 
themſelves, and Ruleys take counſel together, ſaying, Come, let us break their 
Bonds aſſunder, let us caſt away their Coxds from us: nay, they ſwear that 
they will puniſh and deſtroy them all, viz. the true Chriſtians, as Here 
ticks, Schiſmaticks, Phanaticks,and Non-conformiſts to our Laws, &c. 
and all the rude multitude of profane Prunkards and Swearers , at e- 
very occaſion or word, murderers, fighters,quarrellers, whores, whore- 
mongers, adulterers, fornicators, thieves, robbers, idolators, image- 
makers, hypocrites, and outward formaliſts, will all run and go, and Iay 
the ir hands upon a Bible, and ſwear by it, and the forms of oaths that 
they have made, and kiſs the Bible when they have done, that they will 
ſtand dy, aid and aſſiſt the Kings, Rulers, Judges, Iuſtices, Mayors, She- 
riffs, Bailiffs, Conſtable, and others, in the doing of any act of vio- 
lence, cruelty, oppreflion, yea even to death it ſelf, againſt the true 
Chriſtians who ſear the true and living God, and dare not run with 
them into the ſame excels of riot, revellings , banquettings, chamber- 
ing, wantonneſs, drunkenneſs, laſciviouineſs, and ſwearing , as the 
» Jeb. 3. 13 Kings, Rulers, Ptieſts and people do run into; therefore they hate the 
x Per. 4. 4. true Chriſtians, and ſpeak all manner of evil of them, and ſeek to de- 

ſtroy them from off the face of the earth, that God may not have a 


temple to dwell in, nor the Son of God a place to lay his head in upon 


the earth, with ſuch as believe in his Name, who ſaith, Swexy not at all, 


&c. So that here is no injunction laid upon, nor liberty allowed to the 


true Chriftians to ſwear by any form of Oath, Allegiance to the Kings 
or Rulers of the Earth, or otherwayes, in whatſoever nature, manner, 
or thing be it to be ſworn unto, c. 

Therefore if he who thall bregkone of the leaſt of Gods commandments, 
and shall teach men ſo to do, ſaid Chriſt Ieſus, hall be called the leaſt in the 
Kingdom of Heaven; then what ſhall all they be called or counted wor- 


thy ef, chat not only break and tranſpreſs Gods commandments them. 


ſelves, but likewiſe compel others ſo todo? I fay 5 certainly they are 

worthy to have the like puniſhment, plagues and torment, that Phaps- 

ah and the Ægyptian had, and in the end to be drowned in the ſea; or 

chere reward like as had that wicked 7ehoram, who wrought evil in the 

eyes ofthe Lord himſelſ, and cauſed the Inbabitants of Jernſalem to go 

a whoringliketo the qhoredom of the houſe of Ahab, and 3 
| | F 
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led rudab thereunto, forthe which wickedneſs, God ſmote the King 7e- 
boram him ſelf with a fore and an incurable diſeaſe in his bowels, ſo Read 
1 that his bowels ſell out by reaſon oſ his ſickneſs: and mareover God 2 Chron. 
ftirred up the ſpirit of the Philiſtines, and the Frabians, and they came 21. chaps 
up into Iudah, and brake into it, and carried away all the ſub- 
| / ſtanee that was in the Kings houſe, and his Sons alſo: and read and 
; fee what came upon Indah in the days of hah, King of Iudah, [after 
| the death of Iehoiada] and of oath himſelſ for hearkening unto the 
Princes of Judah that made abeyſance unto him, who then leſt the 
houſe of the Lord God, and ſerved Groves and Idols, and at the Kings- 
commandment toned to death Zechariah, the Son of zehoiade between 
the Temple and the Altar, for the which the Syrians came with a {mall 
company of men, and the Lord delivered a yery great hoſt into their 
hands, and they deſtroyed all the Princes of the people, and ſent all Read 
wy the ſpoil of them to the King of Damaſcus, &c. and read what became 2 Chron: 
upon Zedekiah, and all the people of Zudah and Ieraſalem: and upon 24. chap. 
Herod the King, who ſtretched out his hand againſt the true Chriſtians, Ter. 5 2. ch. 
” that is the Church of Chriſt. Read Ad the 12. Chap. 1 Chron. 
And further I ſay, that ſuch Kings, Rulers, and Iudges, or others 3 6. chap. c 
who tranſgreſi the Laws of God themſelves, and compel others ſo to 
do, are even worthy of, and fit for the fire that burns, and is never 
ucnched ; and likewiſe for the worm that continually gnaws , and 
never dies, and for the pit and the ſnare; for Tophes is ordained of old, 
yea for the Kings it is prepared: he hath made it deep and large, the 
pile thereof is fire and much wood, and the breath of the Lord like a 
ſtream of Brimſtone, doth kindle it, 7/aiahzo 33. And fo worthy to 
be called fit companions for the Divel and his Angels, and not Chriſti- 
ans: and thus ye may ſee what a fearfult thing it is for to fall into the 
bands of the true and living God, who is a conſuming fire to all the 
wicked, who with all they that ſorget God, muſt be turned into hell. 
: oO confider this, and learn to be wiſe ye Kings, Princes, Iudges, and 
Rulers of the earth, and be inſtructed to ſerve the Lord with Gar, and 
let your rejoycing be with trembling before the living God: come & 
boy don at the feet of Ieſus, and kiſs the Son left he be angry with 
you, and ye periſn from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little: 
Therefore while you have time, priſe it; for why will ye dye? why 
will ye periſh fronroff the face of the earth, and be no more ſeen nor 
- _ heard of, O ye Kings, Iudges, andRulers of the earth, to day, to day, 
if ye expeRanercy from the Lord, ceaſe from evi; and learn to do 
1 well, and believe on the Name of Iefus Chriſt, that your fouls may be 
faved, or elſe ye periſh eternally; for with God there is no reſpe& of 


perſpnz in judgement, &c. | 

F hou ſhalt nor hate thy brother in thy heart, hut tell him plainly of 

is faults: Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour; that thou 

|. beer not ſin for him: Hethas hath an ear, let him hear, and he that will 
a, 4 be filthy, let him be filthy ſtill. as. LN F 
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About the time of Pope pu the ſecond, [ and before the year 
590. for in that year the Pope 2 dyed according toformer wri- 
ters] there was a decree made, called the Canon cf Matiſcon, for ho- 
nauring ef Prieſis; in Latine it runs thus, Conſilium Matiſconenſe ſe 
cundum, and thus it was decreed, Cap. 15. by the ſaid Council. ; 

1. That if a lay-man ſhall meet in the way ſome better man of. the 
Clergy, the lay · man ſhall in the loweſt manner of courteſie ſtoop re- 
verently, and bow down to him, | | / 

2. Ifthe lay-man he on horſe back, and the Prieſt alſo, then the 
lay- man to put off his hood off his head, and do his duty of falutation. 
3. But if the Prieſt be on foot, and the lay- man on horſe back, in- 
continently he ſhall light from his horſe, and perform his due honour 
to the faid Clerk. 

4. Whatſoever he be that ſhall tranſgreſs theſe Canons, which be 
decreed by the inſpiration of the holy Ghoſt, let him be ſuſpended 
out of the Church, which he will not honour in her Miniſters, even ſo 
long as. ſhall ꝓleaſe the Bithop of that See, ec. and ſor proof of this, 

read in a Bock called, The defence of Priefls marriages , Imprinted at 
London by Richard Tugge, Printer then tothe Queen Mary of England, 
and dedicated to Philip & Mary, who were the chief Rulers of the land. 
But I finde in the Book of Martyrs, pages 496. and 500. and it was 
in Queen Mary's days, Anno 1555, that Doctor Vicholas Ridley re- 
fuſed to move or put off his Cap before the Court in honour of the 
Pope, or to the Cardinal the Popes Legate : For ſaid Brooks , then 
Biſhop of Glaceſter, Put off your cap Mr. Ridley , and put you on this 
Surplice; 

Ridley ſaid, Not I truly. 

Said Brooks, But yen muſt. 

But Ridley ſaid, I will not. | 

N And ſeeing it is thus written, that Chriſt Ieſus the Son of God ſaid 

John 5. 44 to the Iews Ho can ye believe which receive honour one of another, and 

ſeek not the honor which cometh from God onely : ſo I fay accordingly as 

Tames ſaid, That the faith of Teſus, Chriſt flandeth not in the reſpct of 

perſons : Therefore let all people judge according tothe Law andthe Teflims. 

ny » that it bound up among the Hife „Whether that Decree, Canon, 

or Conſtitution made in the Councilof Maciſcon for the honouring of 

Prieſts, Clerks, ee. was made by the inſpiration of the Spirit of God, 

as they ſaid it was, yea, or nay? Or whether it came net from that 

proud ſpirit of Cudiler, that was once in the King of Aria, and 

which afterward got into the proud Pope, and the proud Frelate, and 

ſate in Counſel among them, inſpiring of them to make a Decree or 

Canon for the honouring of them and their adherents with Cap and 

Knee ? Seeing that th Jad not the honour which, comes frem God ond. 

Judge ve, c. 6.3150 vn! Arn 21 its; 025061 zel. 
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